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Commissioner for Patents 
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Sir 

I. Gregory P. FitzpatricK. a citizen of the United States of America, rending at 
1427 Sweetgum Circle. Keller. Texas 76248-3208, hereby declare and state as follows 

1. I was employed by International Business Machines Corporation (IBM) in 
RoanoKe. Texas at the time the above-identified application was conceived. I make this 
declaration in support the above-identified application. 

2 IBM had m«ested substantial time and effort into the research. 

development, and marketing of their products, and in an effort to protect its rights m all 
new inventions. IBM requests that all employees prepare and submit confidential 
invention Disclosure Forms upon conception by the inventor(s). 

3 As a named co-inventor for this invention. I submitted the attached 
invention Disciosure No. BOC8-2000-01D0 together with my co-inventor. David B 
Lebowifz 

4. | make this Declaration to establish that, (a) prior to December 22. 2000. 
the filing date of U.S. Published Patent Application 2002/0083136 to Whitten. II; and (b) 
pnor to March 16. 2001. the hung date of U.S. Published Patent Application 
2002/0035605 to McDowell, er ai. the other co-inventor and I conceived of the present 



Certificate under 37 CFRl.8<a) 
, nereby cerufy that m correspondence « being uansm.ue* v* fccim* to me Comm.ss.oner for Paten*, 
vta taes.mite numDer 703-746-7239 or, 
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.nvention and exercised due diligence from pnor to November 10, 2000 to August 2, 
2001 . the filing date for the above-identified patent application. 

5. I further declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are 
true and all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true and 
further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements 
and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment or both under Section 
1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code, and that such willful, false statements may 
jeopardize the validity of the above-identified patent application or any patent issuing 
thereon. 




STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF 



) 

)ss 



The foregoing instrument was sworn to and subscribed before me this jSl day 
of Kft-W 2003. by nP^ApkIA-T* IW fwho is personally known to me 
or who has produced U^eot.aeru^t.on) as identification. 



NOTARY PUBLIC, STATE OF TEXAS 



(Pnnt, Type or Stamp Commissioned Name of Notary 
Public) 




D;.ou I DVBft 
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Disclosure BOC8-2000-0100 

Prepared for ana/or py an IBM Attorney - ISM Con fidential 



Created By: Greg Frtzpatritt Created Q^JV^^^O^^S^^^ . 
Ust Modified By: Elaine Coteman Last Modified Onyy29/2000 1 1 25:43 AM 

u£tt*fdWdintO 



*Tffle of disclosure (in English) 



Required fWtts are marxad vvim ttie asiens* ( )artamu« 
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ConrtecurtQ persons mmugn common contacts 
summary 




j complete me form 



Status 


under Evafluaaon 




Processina Location 


BOC /> / 




Functional Area 






Attorney/Patent 
Professional 






IDT Team 


j^WSSSofort LauOkflale/lBM 




Submitted Date 


1 1/27/20QO TO.Sl 33 RM EST 




Owning / 
Division C_ 


Gt ^^^^S 




Incentive Program 






Lab 






Tnnhnntarw Code ^ •-= 


FVT Score 


Nia PVT ecom r»s hot caieuiateo.To cafcutata a PVT score msa Ux» Ceteulate- twtron 


Inventors with Lotus Notes IDs 

inventors: Greg FftzpatncKfRoanote/(SM. Davfl u«»«itt/0*&s/ieM 


inventor Name 


Invcnior Inventor 
Sena) Drv/Dept ifnone 


Marw<J«f Name 


> FtepWteK, G P. (Greg) 
LebowriB. Dft44 B 


6Q2615 91/FGBA 522-3810 
745379 91/FGBA 522-57E3 


CUpp. J.R- (Ran) 
CUpp.JP (Ron) 



*rT 



AAA 



> denotes primary contact 

Inventors without Lotus Notes IDs 

IDT Selection 

Select Functional Area 



Jim Tooney/Fort Lauderaaie/|BM 



AnorntyrPtttm Professional: 
Ricnard TomlirVBoca Raton/IBM 



Response Due to IP&L : 12/29/2Q00 
•Main Wea ' 
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BOC8-2000-0100 Connecting persons tnreugn common coniaas - consruec 



1 . Describe your mvenfon. stat.ns the problem solved (if appropriate), and indicating the advantages of 

InaoiSi wor social context people need to meet in order to build a relationship which would promote 
collaboration. Since trust ,s not mimediatejy established just Decause two P^ons are jn the i«n» wrn, 
the exchange of ideas may not occur. People are often reluctant to approach another person of interest . 
without an introduction Dy a third person or at least some knowledge of a person known W bah; In fact, 
even if a person's face is recognizable and familiar, ft* or ner identity may not be fully clear wtecn 
farmer ninoers contact. 

However trust is fostered wnen any two people discover one or more common contacts (i.e., tnird 
persons Known to eacn other and trusted Dy eacn party). Common contacts Cwnether physically present 
in tne business/social setting or not) provide a sense of shared interests, business purpose, etc. 

A problem occurs when any two people have common contacts but cannot discern tnem throuqn 

standard memal recollection processes. th^Anhaneinfl 

in this case, a solution to the problem is to find common contacts Pfqgremmatica.fft, thereby enhancing 
knowledge about tne unkiwwri person and engendering a sense of trust - thereby facilitating exchange of 
information and collaboration. 

2. how does tne invention solve tne problem or achieve an advantage.^ description of tne invention", 
including figures inline as appropriate)? 

Tnis invention describes tne use of personal contact information whicn is made public freely Dy persons 
wishing to establisn contact with others m order to discover common contacts, in particular, tnis Invention 
makes use of contact rises .n tne form of personal address books, and/or 'buddy lists' or 'contact lists 
used by email programs and/or instant messaging software on personal computers. PDAs, mobile 
pnones, etc. 

Tne invention operates as follows. , ^ _ „_ n _ 

A user of tne invention (the 'searcher) identifies another person ot interest, (the target;). The taiga 
person presumably has made public a list of contacts. This target person may be identified by Uie user 
Srithput Veveaiing any truly personal information .The user can identify tne target person us.no.an unique 
kSer wr^ tne target person's public contact list only. (NOTE: The manner in wn.cn the 
source oerson identifies the target person is important, but beyond the scope of tnis invention. An 
^nTe^^ZaZ^ p£rt on a PDA/mobile device or by collecting data narrowcasted' by the 
target person's device, etc., may be possible solutions.) 

Having identified the contact t.st of the target person (via accessing a P^^^^^-J^^^- 
we nvemion compares the searchers and target person's contacts, searcnmg fr"^™™ 10 
potn lists. Results may be reported to the user via any standard output means: audio, video text. etc. 
^gniticantly , if a match is not found upon an initial first-layer searcn, the invention may ublse the usted 
wnt™ each person to find contacts of those contacts to find a match, i.e., search for the 
"end-of-a-friendS-a-fnend.-.) Tne results of the search are useful to the searcher because the result 
provides information about common contacts that may facilitate personal collaboration. 

3. If the same advantage or problem has been identified by others (inside/outside IBM), how have those 
others solved "rt and does vour solution differ and why is ft better? 

KS^onSa ™pm»« address docks. Rolodex fues. etc: nave «»« « MWirnl 
•taamtafcnm for a longtime. However. U>e P roflrammai.c comparison of sucn lists (arri the las 
tSSSSmSut i ntv ini^ose lists) to reveal previously unknown common contacts * novel. 

4. if the invention is implemented in a product or prototype, include technical details, purpose, disclosure 
details tD others and tne date of mat implementation. 

N/A 

'Critical Questions (Questions 1-8 must be answered) 
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BOCB-2000-OiOO Ccnnefling persons mroogji common comacta - continued 



"Question 1 

On what date was the invention worxaoie? n/oaaooo Please format we date as MM/DD/YYYY 
(WorKaPie means i e when you fcnow that your design will solve tne problem) 



« Oy«s 

Question 2 •no 

is mere any plannea or actual publication or disclosure of your invention to anyone ^ 
outside IBM? 



If yes, Enter the name of eacn publication or patent am) ihe-date published below 
PuDfecsBon/Pmem. 
Daie PuPtefteq or (ssweo^ 



Are you aware of any publications, products or patents that relate to this invention? O y« 

V No 



If yes. Enter the name of eacn publication or patent and the date published below. 

PuttjcatfOivPaieni. 
Pat» Pwtafisfted or issued 
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_ Yes 

Question 3 m Uo 

Has me subject matter of the invention or a product incorporating me invention been w 
sold, used internally in manufacturing, announced for sale, or includ ed m a proposal? 
is a sale, use In manufacturing, product announcement, or proposal planned? O res 



I No 



if Yes identify the product if known and indicate tne oate or planned date of sale, announcements, or 
proposal and to whom the sale, announcement or proposal has been or will pe made. 

Pioouci: i 
Ver&on/ReteBse 
Code Name. 
Dots' 

' Tg Whom ^ _ f- -m . , 

If more than one, use cut and paste and appe nd as necessary m the field provided. 



"Question 4 

Was tne subject matter of your invention or a product incorporating your mvention used in public, e.g. 
outside IBM or in the presence of non-lBMers? 



If yes, give a date. Please format the date as MM/DD/YYYY 



Ores 
• No 



"Question 5 

Have you ever discussed your invention with otners not employed at IBM? 



if yes identify individuals and date discussed Fill in the text area with the following information, the 
names of the individuals, the employer, date discussed, under CDA, and CPA #. 



Ores 



"Question 6 _ 

Was the invention, in any way. started or developed under a government comma or 9 no 

project? „ Ok«*m 

If Yes, enter the contract number — 



i Question 7 
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L> Yes 
0 No 



Was the invention made in the course of any alliance, joint development or other • ^ ^ 
contract activities? 



If Yes, enter the following Name of Alliance, Contractor orjoim D eveloper 

Contract ID number 



Relationship contact name 



ReiationsniP contact E-mait 



Relationship contact pnone 



^Question 8 

Have you submitted, or are you aware of, any related disclosure submission? 
If Yes. please provide the title and docket or disclosure number below; 



O Yes 
# No 



Question 9 

What type of companies do you expect to compete with inventions of this type? Cmck an mat appty. 

□ Manufacturers OT *rterpr*a servers 

□ Manufacturers of entry severe 

□ Manufacturers of workstations 
P Manufacturers of PCs 

□ Non-computer manufacturers 
jSD Developer? of operating Systems 
Q Cteveppera or nerworking software 
CS^Devetopers of application software ->» V 
Q integraiad sotuwui proviosre 

Q Service provtfjers 

□ Otrw tPleaae speCiiy De»w) 



Patent Value Tool (Optional - this may be used by the inventor and attorney to assist with the evai 
Post Disclosure Text & Drawings 

(Form Ftevtoca 1 2/1 7/97) 
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